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Late Edition
Today, partly sunny, milder, high
50. Tonight, clear to partly cloudy
skies, low 34. Tomorrow, mostly
cloudy with afternoon rainfall, high
48. Weather map is on Page B8.
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G.O.P. IS DIVIDED
AS BUDGET BILLS
START PILING UP

Race to Record
And Shield Art
Falling to ISIS
Mobile Phones in Iraq;
Sandbags in Syria

LEADERSHIP STRUGGLES
Courting the Democrats
Further Alienates
Conservatives

By ANNE BARNARD

BAGHDAD — In those areas of
Iraq and Syria controlled by the
Islamic State, residents are furtively recording on their cellphones damage done to antiquities by the extremist group. In
northern Syria, museum curators
have covered precious mosaics
with sealant and sandbags.
And at Baghdad’s recently reopened National Museum of Iraq,
new iron bars protect galleries of
ancient artifacts from the worstcase scenario.
These are just a few of the continuing efforts to guard the treasures of Iraq and Syria, two countries rich with traces of the
world’s earliest civilizations.
Yet only so much can be done
under fire, and time is running
out as Islamic State militants
speed ahead with the systematic
looting and destruction of antiquities.
In just a few days last week, officials said, the group, also known
as ISIS or ISIL, destroyed parts
of two of northern Iraq’s most
prized ancient cities, Nimrud and
Hatra. On Sunday, residents said
militants destroyed parts of Dur
Sharrukin, a 2,800-year-old Assyrian site near the village of
Khorsabad.
Islamic State militants have
called ancient art idolatry that
must be destroyed. But they also
loot antiquities on a large scale to
raise money, according to officials and experts who track the
thefts through local informants
and satellite imagery.
“Everything is dealt with for
its value,” said Amr al-Azm, a former antiquities official in Syria
who now works with the Safeguarding the Heritage of Syria
and Iraq Project, an international
consortium. “If it has propaganda value they exploit it for propaganda. If they can sell it, they sell
it.”
Archaeologists and preservationists, used to battling mundane enemies like weather and
development, lament that in
areas held by the Islamic State
there is little they can do but docContinued on Page A5
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Suspects Paraded in Killing of Putin Foe
Police took Tamerlan Eskerkhanov, a suspect in the killing of Boris Y. Nemtsov, to a courtroom in Moscow on Sunday. Page A4.

Who Spewed That Abuse? Yik Yak Isn’t Telling Clinton Faces
Test of Record
Hot Social Media App
Aiding Women
Allows Anonymity.
By JONATHAN MAHLER

During a brief recess in an honors course at Eastern Michigan
University last fall, a teaching assistant approached the class’s
three female professors. “I think
you need to see this,” she said,
tapping the icon of a furry yak on
her iPhone.
The app opened, and the assistant began scrolling through the
feed. While the professors had
been lecturing about post-apocalyptic culture, some of the 230 or
so freshmen in the auditorium
had been having a separate conversation about them on a social
media site called Yik Yak. There
were dozens of posts, most demeaning, many using crude, sexually explicit language and imagery.
After class, one of the profes-

Nastiness Follows.
sors, Margaret Crouch, sent off a
flurry of emails — with screenshots of some of the worst messages attached — to various university officials, urging them to
take some sort of action. “I have
been defamed, my reputation besmirched. I have been sexually
harassed and verbally abused,”
she wrote to her union representative. “I am about ready to hire a
lawyer.”
In the end, nothing much came
of Ms. Crouch’s efforts, for a simple reason: Yik Yak is anonymous. There was no way for the

school to know who was responsible for the posts.
Eastern Michigan is one of a
number of universities whose
campuses have been roiled by offensive “yaks.” Since the app was
introduced a little more than a
year ago, it has been used to issue threats of mass violence on
more than a dozen college campuses, including the University of
North Carolina, Michigan State
University and Penn State. Racist, homophobic and misogynist
“yaks” have generated controversy at many more, among
them Clemson, Emory, Colgate
and the University of Texas. At
Kenyon College, a “yakker” proposed a gang rape at the school’s
women’s center.
In much the same way that
Facebook swept through the
dorm rooms of America’s college
Continued on Page B4

Visiting Nurses,
Helping Moms
On the Margins
By SABRINA TAVERNISE

MEMPHIS — When it came
time to have the baby, Shirita
Corley was alone. Her mother
was at the casino, her sister was
not answering her cellphone, her
boyfriend
had
disappeared
months earlier, and her father
she had not seen in years.
So she got in her green Chevy
TrailBlazer and drove herself to
the hospital.
“I feel so down,” she texted
from her hospital bed. “I’m sick
of these deadbeats. I’m sick of
having to be so strong.”
The message went not to a
friend or family member, but to a
nurse, Beth Pletz. Ms. Pletz has
counseled Ms. Corley at her
home through the Nurse-Family
Partnership, which helps poor,
first-time mothers learn to be
parents.
Such home visiting programs,
paid for through the Affordable
Care Act, are at the heart of a
sweeping federal effort aimed at
one of the nation’s most entrenched social problems: the
persistently high rates of infant
mortality. The programs have
spread to some 800 cities and
towns in recent years, and are
Continued on Page A10
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Jordan Seman, a junior at Middlebury College in Vermont, at a campus dining hall in February,
where last year she came across a Yik Yak post that made a sexual reference to her.

By AMY CHOZICK

MIAMI — It was supposed to
be a carefully planned anniversary to mark one of the most important and widely praised moments in Hillary Rodham Clinton’s political career — and to remind the country, ahead of a likely 2016 presidential campaign,
about her long record as a champion for the rights of women and
girls.
Instead, as Mrs. Clinton commemorates her 1995 women’s
rights speech in Beijing in backto-back events in New York, she
finds herself under attack for her
family foundation’s acceptance of
millions of dollars in donations
from Middle Eastern countries
known for violence against women and for denying them many
basic freedoms.
This was not how she intended
to reintroduce herself to American voters.
Mrs. Clinton’s glide path to a
likely April announcement that
she will seek the presidency was
built around women’s issues. Advancing women has been her
central life’s work, as she and her
admirers say proudly; she made
it a priority as secretary of state
and focused on it as a philanthropist. But that focus also allowed
Mrs. Clinton, who played down
her gender in 2008, to frame her
second attempt at the White
House in what could be one way
to make it special and new: as a
shot at history for her and for all
women.
And for someone who has so
Continued on Page A11

WASHINGTON — In their first
major test of governing this year,
Republicans stumbled, faltered
— and nearly shut down the Department of Homeland Security.
And that vote may have been
the easy one.
In April, physicians who treat
Medicare patients face a drastic
cut in pay. In May, the Highway
Trust Fund runs dry. In June, the
charter for the federal ExportImport Bank ceases to exist.
Then in October, across-theboard spending cuts return, the
government runs out of money —
and the Treasury bumps up
against its borrowing limit.
All will require congressional
action, and while many of these
measures used to be pushed
through in an almost unthinking
bipartisan ritual, there is no such
thing as simple in Congress anymore.
“We really don’t have 218 votes
to determine a bathroom break
over here on our side,” said Representative Charlie Dent, a Pennsylvania Republican. “So how are
we going to get 218 votes on
transportation, or trade, or whatever the issue? We might as well
face the political reality of our circumstances and then act accordingly.”
The Republican leadership
team, he added, “has not done a
good job of managing expectations. There are too many folks
with unrealistic expectations.”
Republicans emphatically regained power with the midterm
election, but those victories also
masked pronounced divisions
within the party. That friction
was on display during the fight to
fund Homeland Security, with
more conservative members
forcing Speaker John A. Boehner
into a strategy in which he had to
win passage in the House with
Democratic votes.
Even many congressional Republicans have started to say
they need an approach beyond a
reflexive “no” to prove their ability to function effectively as a majority.
Representative Tom Cole, Republican of Oklahoma and a close
ally of Mr. Boehner, said he
hoped his colleagues had learned
to “stop making the perfect the
enemy of the good.”
“You make the progress and
the deals you can,” Mr. Cole said.
“You’re going to have to bargain,
and that means the other side has
to get something, and in this
House, you have to understand
that beating on the table and yelling doesn’t turn 54 into 60.”
Senator Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky, the majority leader, is
six votes short of overcoming a
Democratic filibuster. And Mr.
Boehner, of Ohio, is struggling to
maintain his already tenuous
Continued on Page A11

In New Exam for Cabbies, Knowledge of Streets Takes a Back Seat
By COREY KILGANNON

The trip from Kennedy Airport
to La Guardia is a straight shot
on the Van Wyck Expressway,
with a little jog on the Grand Central Parkway at the end. Canal
Street may be the shortest route
from the Holland Tunnel to the
Manhattan Bridge, but traffic can
make it feel like the longest. And
all even-numbered, one-way
streets in Manhattan run west-to-
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Japan Makes a Stand
Japanese F-15 fighter jets are scrambling every day to intercept foreign aircraft, mostly from China, in a dangerous
test of wills between two of Asia’s largPAGE A4
est powers.

east, except for the handful that
do not.
Knowing how to get around the
five boroughs of New York City
— understanding not just the geography, but the nuances of timing and the endless exceptions to
every rule — is part of driving a
yellow cab here. And as part of
their training, New York cabbies
have long had to face a rigorous
set of geography questions on the
80-question test they must pass
to get a license. Landmarks and

popular destinations were on the
test, but so were less familiar
streets and alternate routes. It
was not quite “The Knowledge,”
the test London cabbies spend
years preparing for, but even
drivers from the city found it
daunting.
Now those questions have disappeared, happily for future testtakers, perhaps not so much for
those who will be riding in the
back seats. As of the past few
weeks, the only geography that

remains is in 10 questions that involve navigating the city with a
map.
Allan Fromberg, a spokesman
for the New York City Taxi and
Limousine Commission, which
administers the test, said technology was a big reason. Test
questions can cover more safety
issues and less geography, now
that drivers can navigate the city
with the help of global positioning
devices. He called it a “practical
Continued on Page A15

WHERE TO? In the age of GPS,
New York cabbies are now being tested more on safety issues than on local geography.
Take a city geography quiz at
nytimes.com/nyregion.
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Voting Rights and Selma

State of Mind at Center of Trial

Report Blasts Cycling Union

As thousands commemorated the 50th
anniversary of a civil rights march in
Selma, Ala., they were told that voting
rights remained “under siege.” PAGE A9

Questions about Pedro Hernandez’s
sanity have run through much of the
testimony in his trial over the kidnapping and murder of Etan Patz. PAGE A12

Health Law’s Unlikely Defense

BUSINESS DAY B1-6

A reform commission found that for
years, the International Cycling Union
turned a blind eye to doping in the sport
in deference primarily to Lance
Armstrong, whose influence also led
officials to let his lawyer secretly write
the report on an earlier inquiry into Mr.
PAGE D1
Armstrong’s doping.

Experts say a 2012 Supreme Court argument against the health care law may
now be the law’s best defense. PAGE A9
FASHION C8

Job Growth for Hispanics
Hispanics have outpaced other groups
in recovering lost jobs, and the surge
may augur a wider recovery.
PAGE B1

In Search of a New Identity

Desperate Times in Greece

John Galliano made his debut at Maison
Margiela in Paris, showing only flashes
PAGE C8
of his classic flair. A review.

Athens, which is running out of cash,
has proposed ideas like recruiting tourists as spies against tax cheats. PAGE B1

ARTS C1-7

Royal, Witty and Loves Dogs
Helen Mirren, who played Queen Elizabeth II in the movie “The Queen,” returns to the role in “The Audience,”
above, which opened Sunday on Broadway. A review by Ben Brantley. PAGE C1

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A16-17

Charles M. Blow
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